Pediatric norovirus infection.
Noroviruses (NoVs) are among the most frequent causes of acute pediatric gastroenteritis. Although the disease is often self-limiting and recovery is the rule, it constitutes an important health problem because of its highly contagious nature and the high rate of morbidity. NoVs are responsible for 47-96 % of outbreaks of acute pediatric gastroenteritis, and 5-36 % of sporadic cases. NoV-induced gastroenteritis is a frequent cause of hospitalization, and severe and sometimes fatal cases have been reported in immunocompromised children. The increasing recognition of NoVs as the cause of pediatric disease and the limited success in preventing outbreaks have led to consideration of vaccines. However, while awaiting the development of a vaccine, there is an urgent need for more epidemiological data concerning childhood NoV infection, including the impact of NoVs on different age groups, the possible etiological role of NoVs in infections other than gastroenteritis, and the socioeconomic impact of NoVs on households.